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men were not due to such; but the humble man, whilst he shuns the snare
of wicked company, places himself below the worst of sinners, as the most
ungrateful of all creatures; discharges all offices of charity, and spares
neither tears nor pains to reclaim those that are gone astray. The con-
tempt of anyone is always the height of pride, which degrades a man in
the sight of God beneath that sinner whom he undervalues. This was
the case of the Pharisee; and such was the disorder of his pride that it
betrayed him into a rash judgment by which he condemned a penitent
who was then a saint; and, arraigning the goodness and mercy of God,
blasphemously censured the sanctity of our Redeemer. Nothing is more
wonderful in the conduct of the Son of God on earth than the patience
and meekness with which he bore the contradictions, murmurings, and
blasphemies of men in most unjustly condemning his charity itself, We
cannot form any idea, unless we have experienced it, what force such
injurious treatment has to make men abandon the good which they have
begun, and cease bestowing favours on those that murmur against them.
Christ has encouraged us by his example to this heroic practice of virtue,
teaching us that the most effectual means of confounding slanderers is
to instruct them by silence, meekness, perseverance in good works, and a
constant return of sincere kind offices; he shows how we must still per-
severe steadfastly to regulate our intentions and actions according to the
maxims of piety, and give ourselves no trouble about what men will say of us.

Christ sought indirectly by a parable to cure the pride and rash
judgment of this Pharisee and convince him that she to whom much had
been forgiven, then loved God the more; consequently was more accept-
able to him. Some interpreters understand his words, that much was
forgiven this penitent, because her love and sorrow were great and sincere;
others take the meaning to be that gratitude would make her after this
mercy more fervent in love. Each interpretation is undoubtedly true;
but, as A Lapide shows, the first seems most agreeable to the context.
The conversion of sinners is usually begun by motives of fear, but is
always perfected by those of love; and the fervour of their love will be
the measure of the grace which they will receive. By the love of vanity
the soul falls from Christ; and by his divine love she returns to him.
How fervent was this love in our devout penitent!

Mercy is the property and the favourite attribute of our divine
Redeemer; and tinder is not so soon kindled by fire when applied to it,
as the divine mercy blots out all sin when it is implored with a heart full
of confusion and truly penitent Hence Christ assured this humble siaacr
that her offences were cancelled, and that her lively faith animated by
ardent charity, which drew from her eyes tears of repentance, had saved
her; and he'insured to her that solid and happy peace whkh is the fruit
of such a repentance. The pious Cardinal Berulle admires the happy